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...but asfor me and my house, we will servethe Lord. Joshua 24:15b

Believing
God

elieving God is doing some-

thing because of and in accor-
dance with something God said.
Believing God is not so much
what | do but why | do it. Believ-
ing God is the motive behind the
action.

f I am doing something because
that’ s the way everyone else
doesit, | am not believing God. If

| am doing something because |
reasoned it out that it is the right
thing to do, | am not believing
God. If | am doing something be-
cause of and in accordance with
what God said, either in His Word
or by revelation, | am believing
God.

wo records in the book of

Acts canillustrate this. In the
book of Acts, chapter 16, Paul re-
sponds to revelation from God.

Acts 16:9-12

And avision appeared to Paul
in the night; There stood a man
of Macedonia, and prayed him,
saying, Come over into Mace-
donia, and help us.

And after he had seen the vi-
sion, immediately we endeav-
oured to go into Macedonia,
assuredly gathering that the
Lord had called usfor to
preach the gospel unto them.

Therefore loosing from Troas,

we came with a straight course
to Samothracia, and the next
day to Neapolis;

And from thence to Philippi,
which isthe chief city of that
part of Macedonia, and a
colony: and we were in that
city abiding certain days.

od’sword to Paul was for

him to go to Macedonia. Paul
said that the reason he went to
Macedonia was because the Lord
had called him to preach the
gospel there. Paul had to plan the
means to get there, the route, even
the final destination. The doing of
these activities by themselves was
not believing God. He was believ-
ing God because the motive for
doing these activities was because
of and in accordance with what
God said.

n contrast to this record, in the

book of Acts, chapter 20, Paul
responds to something he deter-
mines.

Acts 20:16

For Paul had determined to sail
by Ephesus, because he would
not spend thetimein Asia: for
he hasted, if it were possible for
him, to be at Jerusalem the day
of Pentecost.

Acts 20:22
And now, behold, | go bound
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in the spirit unto Jerusalem,
not knowing the things that
ghall befall me there:

Acts21:4

And finding disciples, we tar-
ried there seven days: who
said to Paul through the Spirit,
that he should not go up to
Jerusalem.

Acts 21:10-12

And as we tarried there many
days, there came down from
Judaea a certain prophet,
named Agabus.

And when he was come unto
us, he took Paul's girdle, and
bound his own hands and fest,
and said, Thus saith the Holy
Ghost, So shall the Jews at
Jerusalem bind the man that
owneth this girdle, and shall
deliver him into the hands of
the Gentiles.

And when we heard these
things, both we, and they of
that place, besought him not
to go up to Jerusalem.

aul said that the reason he

went to Jerusalem was be-
cause he had determined. Paul
had to plan the means to get
there, the route, and the find
destination — same activitiesasin
chapter 16 of the book of Acts.
But this time he was not believ-
ing God because his motive for
doing these activities was be-
cause of and in accordance with
his own determination.
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nize and execute the plan does

t mean | am believing God.
Being good at planning and orga-
nizing does not mean | am good
at believing God.

J]’ust because | plan and orga-
0

o determine if | am believing

God, | need to look at why |
am doing what | am doing: is it
because that iswhat | have al-
ways done, or because that is
what | have decided was the
right thing to do, or is God at
work within me to will and to do
of His good pleasure.

can’'t see the motive behind

what others are doing but |
can know what is my motive. |
can't tell by someone's actions
and activitiesif they are believing
God or not, but | know if I am
believing God or not.

nother man who believed
God was Noah.

Genesis6:9, 13, 14

These are the generations of
Noah: Noah was a just man
and perfect in his generations,
and Noah walked with God.

And God said unto Noah, The
end of all flesh is come before
me; for the earth isfilled with
violence through them; and,
behold, | will destroy them
with the earth.

Make thee an ark of gopher
wood; rooms shalt thou make
in the ark, and shalt pitch it
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within and without with pitch.

ou know the rest of the
story.

Genesis 6:22

Thus did Noah; according to
all that God commanded him,
so did he.

ow, in order for Noah to

build this ark, he had to do
alot of work. The fact that Noah
did alot of work does not indi-
cate that he believed God. The
fact that Noah did all this work
because God told him to indi-
cates that he believed God. Be-
lieving God is not so much what
| do but why | do it. Believing
God is the motive behind the ac-
tion.

aybe you have not gotten

specific direction from
God, but al of us have God's
written Word. When something
God says in His Word is the mo-
tive for our actions, we are be-
lieving God. For example, let us
look at some verses in the book
of Ephesians.

Ephesians 4:25

Wherefore putting away lying,
speak every man truth with his
neighbour: for we are mem-
bers one of another.

hen | am tempted to lie

but | decide to put away
lying, and my motivation for not
lying is God's Word, | am believ-
ing God.
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Ephesians 4:26

Be ye angry, and sin not: let
not the sun go down upon
your wrath:

hen | am angry with

someone but | refuse to
stay angry with him, and my mo-
tivation for not staying angry
with himis God' s Word, | am
believing God.

Ephesians 4:28

Let him that stole steal no
more: but rather let him
labour, working with his
hands the thing which is good,
that he may haveto give to
him that needeth.

hen | am tempted to stedl

but | decide to not steal,
and my motivation for not steal-
ing is God’'s Word, | am believ-
ing God.

Ephesians 4:29

Let no corrupt communication
proceed out of your mouth,
but that which is good to the
use of edifying, that it may
minister grace unto the hear-
ers.

hen | fedl like tearing

someone down but | de-
cide to speak edifying words in-
stead, and my motivation for
speaking edifying words is God' s
Word, | am believing God.

f my motivation for not lying
was because | wanted to im-
press someone, that is not believ-
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ing God. If my motivation for
not being angry is because |
wanted you to like me, that is not
believing God. If my motivation
for not stealing was because |
was afraid | might get caught,
that is not believing God. If my
motivation for speaking edifying
words is because | needed some-
thing from you, that is not believ-
ing God. The action itself does
not mean | am believing God.

elieving God is doing some-

thing because of and in ac-
cordance with something God
said. Believing God is not so
much what | do but why | do it.
Believing God is the motive be-
hind the action.

In God's Love,
Ray
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The following “two-minute med-
itation” from HEARTLIGHT®
Magazine* was inspiring to me
and | thought you might get
blessed by it.

Reckless Disregard

The glowing embers bounced off
the already red-hot pavement.
With atumble of sparks, the
cigarette butt bounced into the
tinder-dry grass along the en-
trance ramp. Directly across the
Interstate, a scorched areathe
size of afootball field was a
blackened reminder that such
reckless disregard had already
made its mark not too long ago,
and not too far away.

Regardless of how one feels
about smoking, most anyone
would acknowledge that throw-
ing out smoldering cigarette
butts into dry grassin summer
conditions is reckless disregard!

But doesn't that kind of thing
happen everyday in conversa-
tions al around us? When was
the last time you heard someone
passing on ajuicy morsel of gos-
sip or atantalizing tidbit of innu-
endo about someone else? How
did you view it? What did you do
when you heard it? What hap-
pened when this glowing ember
tumbled into your presence and
others nearby?

Deep down, we know that gos-
sip, whether it is true or untrue,
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isdestructive. It sets afire ablaze
that neither the gossiper nor the
one being gossiped about can
control. Totake part initisto
willfully wound, maim, and dam-
age. It placesin Satan's hands the
fire with which he can destroy
the life of someone for whom
Christ died.

Let's recommit ourselves to using
our words to bless, encourage,
and heal. Let's never be part of
starting a fire that can do untold
damage to someone made in the
image of God. Todo soisto
show reckless disregard for that
person, and for God who made
them!

by Phil Ware

*HEARTLIGHT® Magazineisa
ministry of loving Christians and
the Westover Hills church of
Christ. Edited by Phil Ware and
Paul Lee. Copyright © 1996-98,
Heartlight, Inc., 8332 Mesa
Drive, Austin, TX 78759. May
be reprinted and reused for non-
commercia purposesonly if
copyright credits are appropri-
ately displayed. HEARTLIGHT
isaregistered service mark of
Heartlight, Inc. (http://
www.heartlight.org/two_minute/
index.htmt)
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