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...but asfor me and my house, we will servethe Lord. Joshua 24:15b

Born
Again

eing born again, what does

that mean to me? Isit just
some term that made its way into
our vocabulary during the 1970s
and everyone seems to be using
these days? Isit deciding to be a
christian by joining a church and
giving up my old ways? Or isit a
feeling | get when | go to the altar
and confess my sinsto God?

guessit means alot of different

things to alot of different peo-
ple. The question we need to ask
is, what does being born again
mean to God, since He isthe one
that came up with the term (|
think that was before the 1970s).

| Peter 1:23

Being born again, not of cor-
ruptible seed, but of incorrupt-
ible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever.

hen God uses the term
born again, He is talking
about seed.

eed isthe origin of something

that is born. Without seed
there is no birth. And once some-
thing is born, you cannot remove
the seed from what the seed pro-
duces. If it is corruptible seed, the
seed and what the seed produces
could corrupt and die. But you
cannot remove the seed from what
the seed produces.

( ; od says we are born again of
incorruptible seed. So this

seed associated with being born
again cannot corrupt and die and
it cannot be removed from what it
produces.

| John 5:1a
Whosoever believeth that Jesus
isthe Christ is born of God:

hat does God mean when

He is talking about being
born of Him? How can a person
who was born many years prior be
born a second time? There was a
man who asked this question of
Jesus Christ.

John 3:1-6

There was a man of the Phar-
isees, named Nicodemus, a
ruler of the Jews:

The same came to Jesus by
night, and said unto him, Rabbi,
we know that thou art a teacher
come from God: for no man
can do these miracles that thou
doest, except God be with him.

Jesus answered and said unto
him, Verily, verily, | say unto
thee, Except a man be born
again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God.

Nicodemus saith unto him,
How can a man be born when
heis old? can he enter the sec-
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ond time into his mother's
womb, and be born?

Jesus answered, Verily, verily,
| say unto thee, Except a man
be born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.

That which is born of the flesh
is flesh; and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit.

esus Christ in his answer to
Nicodemus talked about two
pes of birth; being born of the

flesh (also stated as being born of
water which denotes the embry-
onic fluids) and being born of the
gpirit. Being born of the fleshis
something we are al familiar
with, but Jesus Christ aso talked
about being born of the spirit.
The gospel of John tells us some-
thing about God that will help us
understand this.

John 4:24a
God isa Spirit:

any of the trandations state

this part of the verse as
“God is spirit.” Now the picture
IS getting clearer as to what God
means when He uses the term
born again. To be born the first
timeisto be born of the flesh,
which isto be born of our earthly
parents. To be born the second
time, or to be born again, isto be
born of the spirit. And to be born
of the spirit is to be born of our
heavenly Father who is spirit.
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any people trace their

bloodline to see who are
their ancestors. What does it
mean to trace your bloodline? It
isto trace the seed, which isthe
origin of your being born, from
your father, and from his father,
and from his father, etc.

hose who are Christians by

believing that Jesusisthe
Christ can trace the seed, which
isthe origin of their being born
again, directly from God. In
other words, when apersonis
born again, he or sheis born of
God.

7- I o be born again is not just
some term that made its way

into our vocabulary during the
1970s that everyone seemsto be
using these days. It is not decid-
ing to be a chrigtian by joining a
church and giving up my old
ways. Nor isit afeding | get
when | go to the altar and con-
fessmy sinsto God. To be born
again is to be born of the spirit. It
isto have spirit created in you;
spirit which is the seed of God;
an incorruptible seed making you
achild of God. That incorrupt-
ible seed cannot be removed and
it produces spiritual life that can-
not corrupt.

| John 3:9

Whosoever is born of God
doth not commit sin; for his
seed remaineth in him: and he
cannot sin, because heis born
of God.

| John 5:18

We know that whosoever is
born of God sinneth not; but
he that is begotten of God
keepeth himself, and that
wicked one toucheth him not.

t would be foolish to think that

once a person becomes a
Christian he never sins. But when
you understand that thereis a
birth in the flesh and a birth in
the spirit and that the spiritisin-
corruptible, then when God says
that “whosoever is born of God
does not commit sin; for his seed
remaineth in him”, you under-
stand that He is talking about the
spirit part of man. For it isthe
gpirit part of man that isincor-
ruptible.

| John 4:4a
Yeare of God, little chil-
dren...

| John 5:4a
For whatsoever is born of
God...

| John 5:19a
And we know that we are of
God...

hosoever isborn again is

born of God, they are “ of
God.” Theterm born againisa
good and accurate term for there
isabirth involved and it isthe
second time for an individual.
Being born again is not joining a
church or afedling. It isabirth.
It isthe birth of spirit lifein an
individual, a spiritual birth from
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the seed of God.

][ ]l Ow a person gets born
again issmply stated in the
book of Romans.

Romans 10:9

That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved.

od made it available for ev-

eryone to be born again, and
He made it smple to obtain. Be-
ing born again is not something |
do; it is something God does
when | believe His word.

Ephesians 2:10

For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto
good works, which God hath
before ordained that we
should walk in them.

hen we are born again,

that spirit lifewhichis
created in us is the workmanship
of God. Being born again or be-
ing born of the seed of God,
which is spirit, is not my decision
to change my actions; it is God's
decision to have children.

here are many things that

being born again makes
available, but what God means,
when He talks about being born
again, isto be born of spirit. It is
to have spirit life created in you.
It isto have the seed of God in
you making you a child of God.
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