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...but asfor me and my house, we will servethe Lord. Joshua 24:15b

Fellowship
with
God

n the las HOMEWORD we

looked a what it means to have
felowship. We closed with | John
1:3 which says that we may have
fdlowship with God and with His
son Jesus Christ.

| John 1:3

That which we have seen and
heard declare we unto you, that
ye dso may have fdlowship with
us and truly our fellowship is with
the Father, and with his Son Je-
sus Chrigt.

coording to the definition for

fdlowship, we may get to-
gether with God and share in some-
thing common with Him. Let uslook
at some of the things that God wants
usto sharein with Him.

Genesis 1:26a, 27
And God said, Let us make man
in our image, after our likeness:

So God created man in hisown
image, in the image of God cre-
aed he him; mae and femde cre-
aed he them.

od creasted man in Hisown im-

age. Theimage of God
(according to John 4:24) is spirit.
One thing that God wanted usto
sharein with Him was spirit life. To
have spirit life and to share in that
with God isabig ded.

Psaim 8:4-5 (RSV)

What is man that thou art mindful
of him, and the son of man that
thou dost care for him?

Y et thou hast made him little less
than God, and dost crown him
with glory and honor.

od made man alittle lower

than Himsdlf. God' s plan was
for man to share in the greatness of
goirit lifewith Him —to be just allittle
lower than God. Spirit lifeisthe
highest form of lifethereis. God did
not give thislife to the animds, He
gaveit to man.

A nother thing that God wanted
man to sharein with Him was
goodness.

Geness 1:31a

And God saw every thing theat he
had made, and, behold, it was
very good.

Evetything that God origindly
made was very good. In the
beginning man only knew good, not
evil. There was no sickness, no de-
pression, no discouragement, no op-
pression — there was no darkness.

od islight. And God wanted

man to share in that light with
Him. We are o use to darkness
around us dl the time that we can
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not fully understand wheat it would
be like to have no darkness, to be
only good. That was God's plan
for man.

od'sorigind plan was for

man to share in spirit life and
goodness with Him. But man lis-
tened to the devil, disobeyed God
and sinned. And in doing so he logt
the spirit life that God gave him and
the goodness that God planned for
man. There was now darknessin
man and in the things that God
originaly made for man.

Geness 3.8

And they heard the voice of the
LORD God waking in the gar-
den in the coal of the day: and
Adam and hiswife hid them-
selves from the presence of the
LORD God amongst the trees
of the garden.

Pior to this, Adam and Eve did
not hide themselves from the
presence of God. Prior to thisman
hed fellowship with God. Man
shared in soirit life and goodness
with God. But man sinned and that
loss of sairit life and introduction of
darkness made it so that God and
mean had nathing in common to
share. Ther fellowship was ruined.
Thiswas not God's plan for His
man.

od did not give up on His de-

greto have felowship with
mean. God did things for man o
that they could have fellowship.
One thing was to make spirit life
avalable again.

Romans 10:9-10

That if thou shalt confess with

thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shdt bdievein thine heart that
God hath raised him from the

dead, thou shalt be saved.

For with the heart man bdlieveth
unto righteousness, and with the
mouth confession is made unto
sdvation.

hen we confess Jesus as

Lord and believe that God
raised him from the dead, we are
born again of God' s spirit. We can
then again share in Spirit lifewith
God. God made it smple for man
to have spirit life because it cost
God His only begotten son. God
did this because it was His desire
to have fdlowship with man; for
mean to share in Sirit life with Him.

John 7:37-39 (RSV)

Onthelast day of the feast, the
great day, Jesus stood up and
proclamed, "If any onethird, let
him come to me and drink.

He who believesin me, asthe
scripture has said, "Out of his
heart shdl flow rivers of living
water."

Now this he said about the
Spirit, which those who believed
in him were to receive; for as
yet the Spirit had not been
given, because Jesus was not
yet glorified.

he spirit isreferred to asa

river of living weater that
guenchesthe thirst of man. To
thirgt isto painfully fed the want of
and eagerly long for those things by
which the soul isrefreshed. Likea
man in a desert who is dying of
thirst and dragging himsdif to get to
water.

hen we believe on Jesus

Christ our soul is refreshed
by soirit life that we receive from
God and share in with God. Spirit
lifeisrefreshing to the soul. God
wants for usto sharein this spirit
life and be refreshed.

Gdatians 5:22-25
But the fruit of the Spiritislove,

joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith,

Meekness, temperance: against
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such thereisno law.

And they that are Chrigt's have
crucified the flesh with the affec-
tionsand lugts.

If welivein the Spirit, let usaso
walk in the Spirit.

od wants usto sharein the

Spirit with Him. To livein the
spirit, to walk in the spirit and en-
joy the fruit of the spirit.

nother thing that God made

available again for man was
to share in goodness, to be able to
wak in light.

| John 1:5-9

Thisthen is the message which

we have heard of him, and de-

clare unto you, that God is light,
and in himisno darkness at al.

If we say that we have fdlow-
ship with him, and wak in dark-
ness, we lie, and do not the
truth:

But if wewadk inthelight, ashe
isin thelight, we have felowship
one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
usfromadl gn.

If we sy that we have no sin,
we deceive oursaves, and the
truthisnotin us

If we confessour Sns, heis

faithful and judt to forgive us our
sns, and to deanse usfrom dl
unrighteousness.

od made it smplefor usto

wak inlight if we desre. All
we have to do (as we are endeav-
oring towak in light and if we an)
isto confess our sins and God says
He will forgive us and cleanse us
from dl unrighteousness.

e need to know that when

we honestly go to God from
our hearts and confess our Sins,
that Heisfaithful and just to forgive
our snsand cleanse us. It does not
say we need to do penance, al we
need to do is confess. That is how
quick God forgives and cleanses —
asquick asit takes to confess our
sins. And that is how quick we are
back sharing in the light and having
fdlowship with God.

od, the creator of the heaven

and earth, the Almighty,
wants to fellowship with us. Even
though there is nothing about us
that God does not know, He il
desresto fellowship with us. God
has done everything He can, short
of complete control of our lives, to
have fdlowship with us. Thereis
nothing stopping us from felowship
with God except our desire to want
to do so.

We have been caled by God
into fellowship with Him.

God wants to fellowship with us.
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And thet fdlowship isasharing in
spirit life and goodness with God
and His son Jesus Chrigt.

egharein spirit lifewith

God, which iseternd life.
This means that not only do we get
to fellowship with God now but
aso throughout al eternity. If | was
going to make it available for
someone to fellowship with me for
that long, | would make sure it was
someone that | really wanted to fel-
lowship with. Wdl God redly
wants to fellowship with us. All we
have to do is want to fellowship
with Him.

In God's Love
Ray




