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...but asfor me and my house, we will servethe Lord. Joshua 24:15b

Sonship Right:

Justified

hen we are born again we

become sons of God by the
spiritual seed of God. This new
birth gives us rights, privileges and
abilities. One of our rights or priv-
ileges as a son of God isthat each
one of usisjudtified.

guilt and punishment. It isto be

eclared free or to be cleared from
guilt or blame. Justification can be
understood as the state that the
one who has broken the law is
seeking to attain — that state he
had before he broke the law and
that he lost by breaking the law. A
good phrase to remember justifi-
cation by is, “Just asif | had never
sinned.”

Jl’ustification is absolution from

| Corinthians 6:9a, 11

Know ye not that the unrigh-
teous shall not inherit the king-
dom of God?

And such were some of you: but
ye are washed, but ye are sancti-
fied, but ye are justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and by
the Spirit of our God.

e were unrighteous but we

are no longer unrighteous
for we have been justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus. If we do
not realize that we were unrigh-
teous, then justification will not
mean much. Because justification
isonly needed if you are unrigh-

teous and have lost your right to
something that you want to get
back. So from what are we justi-
fied? What is the state that man
lost and is seeking to attain
through justification?

Romans 5:12, 18

Wherefore, as by one man sin
entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death
passed upon al men, for that al
have sinned:

Therefore as by the offence of
one judgment came upon all
men to condemnation; even so
by the righteousness of one the
free gift came upon al men unto
justification of life.

erse 18 in The New Interna-
tional Version reads:

Consequently, just as the result
of one trespass was condemna-
tion for all men, so also there-

sult of one act of righteousness
was justification that brings life
for al men.

Christ’ s righteousness brings

eto man. Thislife was the state
of man before man sinned, before
he “broke the law.” To redly see
the greatness of our justification,
we have to understand what man
had before man sinned, before the
fal of Adam. Some of what man

i;I]’ustification by way of Jesus
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had before the fall included: alife
with no sin or evil, dominion and
authority over God's creation,
being God' s under-ruler, fully
equipped to handle al responsi-
bilities given to man by God,
having life in the image of God,
and perfect fellowship with God.
Thisisjust asmall glimpse of the
state that man had before he
“broke the law”, and the state
that man has sought to obtain by
being absolved from the guilt and
punishment of “breaking the
law.”

@ur being justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus ab-
solves us and sets us free from
the punishment and blame that
resulted from Adam’s sin and
gets us back to the state man was
in before Adam sinned. But what
we receive in Jesus Christ is even
greater than what Adam had be-
cause what we receiveis eterna
and we cannot loose it again.

Our judtification in Jesus Christ
not only absolves us from past
sins but also from present and fu-
ture sins—that is grace.

Sojust how isit that we are
justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus?

Acts 13:38, 39

Be it known unto you there-
fore, men and brethren, that
through this man [Jesus] is
preached unto you the forgive-
ness of sins:

And by him al that believe are
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justified from all things, from
which ye could not be justified
by the law of Moses.

hen we believe on Jesus

Christ we are justified
from all things that we could not
be justified from by the law. It
was not possible for man to be
justified from sin by the law of
Moses. It requires believing on
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 2:12, 13

For as many as have sinned
without law shall also perish
without law: and as many as
have sinned in the law shall be
judged by the law;

(For not the hearers of the law
arejust before God, but the
doers of the law shall be justi-
fied.

ereit saysthat it isthe do-

ers of the law that shall be
justified. How do we get from
this requirement that the doers of
the law are justified to being jus-
tified by believing on the Lord
Jesus Christ?

Romans 3:21-31

But now the righteousness of
God without the law is mani-
fested, being witnessed by the
law and the prophets,

Even the righteousness of God
which is by faith of Jesus Christ
unto al and upon al them that
believe: for there is no differ-
ence:

For al have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God,

Being judtified fredly by his
grace through the redemption
that isin Christ Jesus:

Whom God hath set forth to be
a propitiation through faith in
his blood, to declare hisrigh-
teousness for the remission of
sinsthat are past, through the
forbearance of God;

To declare, | say, at thistime
his righteousness: that he might
be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus.

Where is boasting then? It is
excluded. By what law? of
works? Nay: but by the law of
faith.

Therefore we conclude that a
man is justified by faith without
the deeds of the law.

Is he the God of the Jews only?
is he not also of the Gentiles?
Yes, of the Gentiles also:

Seeing it is one God, which
shal justify the circumcision by
faith, and uncircumcision
through faith.

Do we then make void the law
through faith? God forbid: yea,
we establish the law.

hen we bdlieve on the
Lord Jesus Christ we es-
tablish the law. The word
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“establish” can be understood as
to arrange payment or to balance
the scale. The requirement that
the doers of the law are justified
ispaid for by Jesus Christ. It is
not that the law was done away
with, it isthat the law was kept
by Jesus Christ. Our justification
isin the keeping of the law, not
by us but by Jesus Christ. We
identify with him and his keeping
of the law. Our believing on Je-
sus Christ and that he kept the
law for usiswhat justifies us be-
fore God. We are justified freely
by the grace of God because God
paid the high price of His only
begotten son for us.

Romans 4.25

Who was delivered for our of-
fences, and was raised again
for our justification.

esus Christ was delivered over
by God for our sins. And
hen our justification was com-

pleted he was raised to life again.
We are justified from the unrigh-
teous state by Jesus Christ. We
now have available to us all that
Adam lost.

he devil can’t take our justi-

fication away from us but he
can talk us out of it. That righ-
teous state | have in Christ Jesus
cannot be affected by sins | now
commit, but | can abuse and ne-
glect my justification. We should
not think of justification in terms
of what we can get away with,
but rather what we now have
availableto usto help usgrow in
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our walk with God.

Galatians 5:1-4

Stand fast therefore in the lib-
erty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not entan-
gled again with the yoke of
bondage.

Behold, | Paul say unto you,
that if ye be circumcised, Christ
shall profit you nothing.

For | testify again to every man
that is circumcised, that heisa
debtor to do the whole law.

Christ is become of no effect
unto you, whosoever of you
arejudtified by the law; ye are
fallen from grace.

ur justification through Je-

sus Christ can become of no
effect unto us if we turn back to
the law for justification. The ad-
versary isreal subtlein getting us
back into the works of the law.
We need to stand fast in the free-
dom wherewith Christ has made
us free.

e now have the ability to

walk with God like Adam
did before the fall. But it is going
to take some work on our part,
because the devil is constantly
trying to get usto walk accord-
ing to hisways or the world's
ways. But while we are working
on walking according to God's
ways instead of the world's
ways, we should do so because
we want to and not because we

have to for justification.

Romans 8:33, 34

Who shall lay any thing to the
charge of God'select?Itis
God that justifieth.

Who is he that condemneth? It
is Christ that died, yearather,
that isrisen again, who is even
at the right hand of God, who
also maketh intercession for us.

e need to believe God's

Word and know beyond a
shadow of a doubt that God jus-
tified us. We need to believe
God’'s Word and know beyond a
shadow of a doubt that Christ
died for us. If weredlly believe
God justified us, whom else are
we going to allow accusing us? If
we really believe Christ died for
us, whom else are we going to
allow condemning us? If we re-
ally believe God’'s Word the an-
swer is clear — NO ONE.

e were unrighteous before

God. There is no way that
we could be justified and become
righteous without Jesus Christ.
But praise God we have been
made righteous in Christ Jesus,
justified from al sin and guilt.
We have attained that state that
Adam had with God before the
fal, and for usitiseternal. Let's
claim our sonship rights and walk
with God as He made life avail-
ableto us.

In God's Love
Ray
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