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...but asfor me and my house, we will servethe Lord. Joshua 24:15b

Profitable
Training

he Bible is God' s word and

will to a Christian for prof-
itable training in the right way of
living.

Il Timothy 3:16 All scriptureis
given by inspiration of God,

and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:

| feel that many Christians really
do not believe this, let me explain.
| feel that many Christians believe
the Bible is a great book with
great insight for living and great
religious teachings; that the Bible
isimportant for teaching good val-
ues. Thereis nothing wrong with
teaching good values, but the
Bible is more than just good va-
ues- it is God's Word.

LL SCRIPTURE - The Bible
isALL God' sWord from
Genesisto Revelation.

IVEN BY INSPIRATION

OF GOD - In the Greek this
istrandated “God breathed.” God
does not breath - but what thisis,
isafigure of speech, giving human
characteristics to God. Figures of
speech in the Bible mark out what
God wants emphasized. God
wants us to understand that thisis
His Word.

ROFITABLE - God' s Word
is profitable. In business, if |

know something is profitable, | do
it. If | believe something is prof-
itable, | work to build it into my
way of doing business. This takes
deliberate application and commit-
ment. It takes a commitment of
time and resources to implement a
profitable business principle. It
does not just happen.

If Christians believe the Bible is
God' s Word and that it is prof-
itable, they will commit time and
resources to applying it in their
lives. God’'s Word is only prof-
itableif welistento it, if we apply
it, if we take the time and effort
necessary to live according to it -
it doesn't just happen. Thisis
what | mean when | say | fedl that
many Christians really do not be-
lieve Il Timothy 3:16.

OR DOCTRINE, FOR RE-

PROOF, FOR CORREC-
TION - For the most part, | feel
Christians do not have a hard time
with doctrine, being told what is
right. But not many people like to
be told that what they are doing is
wrong or how to change what
they are doing. In today’ s society
the popular teaching is that we
should not correct children be-
cause you might cause harm to
them. How contrary to God’'s
Word is that?

When we come to God' s Word,
we needs to understand that



HOMEWORD

God's Word will tell us what we
should be doing, what we are do-
ing wrong, and how to correct
what we are doing wrong. If we
do not expect this from God's
Word, we may have a difficult
time.

Light makes manifest. The
brighter the light the more the
darknessis exposed. But the rea-
son for exposing the darkness is
S0 we can correct it in our lives.
God's Word sets the standard,
exposes the darkness in our lives,
and tells us how to correct it.
Thisis how God s Word is prof-
itable. If we do not desire to
change, God’s Word will not be
profitable for us.

OR INSTRUCTION IN

RIGHTEOUSNESS - An-
other word for instruction is
training. God' s Word is given for
training in the right way of living.
Training does not occur by just
hearing something and agreeing
with it. Training takes application
by way of repetition, discipline,
and commitment. We need to be
trained in the right way of living.
We need to be disciplined and
commit ourselves to God' s way
of living. Then God’'s Word will
be profitable to us. Then we will
be living the best life possible,
the way God intended it to be
lived.

Il Peter 1:21 For the prophecy
came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of
God spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.

Galatians 1:11, 12 But | cer-
tify you, brethren, that the
gospel which was preached of
meis not after man. For | nei-
ther received it of man, neither
was | taught it, but by the rev-
elation of Jesus Christ.

Do we redlly know and believe
what we have in the Bible? That
it is God’'s Word? God' s Word is
not something for man to play
around with. Thisis serious stuff.

[ Timothy 2:15 Study to
shew thyself approved unto
God, aworkman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly di-
viding the word of truth.

TUDY - God'sWord isto be

studied. An effort is to be put
forth, a carefulness, a diligence.
We are to endeavor with haste to
labor in God’'s Word.

PPROVED UNTO GOD -

Who are we trying to im-
press? We don't study God's
Word to satisfy people. What is
important iswhat God is saying,
not that we agree with the cur-
rent ideas of society. We don’'t
study God's Word to agree or
disagree with current ideas, we
study to find out what God has

got to say.

IGHTLY DIVIDING - To

rightly divideisto cut right
or straight. Rightly dividing indi-
cates that thereis only one way
to divide God' s Word. All other
ways of dividing are wrong.

Have you ever gone to the store
to buy something and then give
the clerk one penny less than the
price? The clerk may get that
penny from a cup or some other
person, but unless they get that
penny, you are not going home
with all the merchandise. Being
close is not good enough!

When it comes to God's Word,
being close is not good enough.
Being closeis not rightly dividing
God' s Word. When you do not
rightly divide God's Word, you
no longer have God’'s Word. And
when you do not have God's
Word, it will not profit you the
way God intended it to profit
you; and it will not be instruction
in righteousness. Being closeis
where the devil wants us to be,
rightly dividing is where God
wants us to be.

The Bibleis God's word and will
to a Christian for profitable train-
ing in the right way of living. But
the Bible needs to be studied and
rightly divided. Many people are
sincere when it comes to God
and HisWord, but it isnot a
matter of sincerity. It isamatter
of rightly dividing God's Word
so that we can be instructed in
the right way of living. Itisa
matter of rightly dividing God's
Word so that God's Word can be
profitable to us, and so we can
have profitable training.

In God's Love
Ray
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